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THE usual conception of Uncle

Sam.the personification of the
United States government.Is a

"staid, dignified old gentleman,
completely Immersed In the affairs of
state and the betterment of the ways
of his nieces and nephews. It is difficult
to Imagine such a character Indulging,
as It were, in the pranks and Jests
which have, through centuries of usage,
become a part of All Fools' day, the 1st
of Apjil.
But while the sober old gentleman

cannot be said to take part in the
brick-under-the-hat or the poeketbookon-a-stringjokes with which many
persons will doubtless be fooled today,
he has. so t<» speak, set himself up as a

practical joker on nature, and many are

the pranks which he has played and is

playing along this line. One difference
between these governmental Jests and
the ordinary April fool jokes, however,
Is that th'e former arc intended solely
for the betterment «>f the people of the
nation. The quips themselves are quite
as humorous, if one views them from
the standpoint of nature herself.

*

* *

Consider, for example, the case of the
Gunnison river, in Colorado, which for
countless thousands of years flowed
eastward toward the Gulf of Mexico by
way of the Missouri and Mississippi
rivers. Here was a turbulent mountain
stream that coursed on its way, giving
pleasure only to artists who delighted
in the solemn grandeur of its mighty
canyon and the picturesqueness of its
location. Viewed from a utilitarian
standpoint the river was useless, unlessperhaps one could harness it for
the sake of water power. The hundreds
of thousands of cubic feet of water
which flowed through it each year wore
wasted, so far as efficiency was concerned.
But Uncle Sam. in the person of certainrepresentatives of the reciajnation

service, visited the stream and determinedto harness its waters in some
manner so that they would irrigate the
section on the other side of the mountainswhich were, sorely in need of
moisture. How :o accomplish this was
& difficult problem.
A huge mass of rock and dirt, six

miles wide, separated the Gunnison
from the valley which gave promise of
a vast yield, provided an adequate r
water supply could be obtained. Finally.in sheer desperation, the government"determined to piay a huge practicaljoke on nature".to twist the en- £tire course of the river and to send it n

toward the Pacific instead of the Atlan- d
tic. n

a <

* * a
a

In order to accomplish this it was b
necessary to cut a tunnel through the 1?
heart of the mountain, a tunnel large l£

enough and strong enough to carry all t{
me water 01 ine river iu mo^

valley beyond. On the face of it this it

seemed to be a gigantic undertaking, ^
and so it proved. Nothing like it had r(
ever been attempted in the history of ^
the world; but, then. Uncle Sam delightsIn doing things that have never
been done before. t]
Accordingly he called for volunteers S(

from among his reclamation engineers ^
to determine the exact soot where the u
tunnel should be commenced, in itself ^
a hazardous task, for there was no rec- a
ord of any man having braved the rap- a
ids of the Gunnison and living. One of e
the government engineers, however, ^
succeeded in the attempt by lying flat c
on a pneumatic mattress and allowing n
the swift current to carry him several *
miles down stream, while he closely j,
scrutinized the surrounding walls of u
the canyon for the crucial spot.
This located, the reclamation service c

went to work and, after almost super- t
human effort, succeeded in driving the t
ix-mile tunnel.the longest of its kind i
In the world.completely through the r
heart of the mountain. Then the e
floodgates were opened and the Gun- e
nlson. fooled by government ingenuity, c
slipped Quietly into the cement-lined t
bed which Uncle Sam's men had pre- a
pared for it and changed its course en- f
tirely. C
As a result, 60.000 acres of desert land t

have been made fertile and prosperous a
and. eventually, 60,000 more acres will a

trt tHia tntal This ink« on n

nature, therefore, will add not less than
120.000 acres to the productive territory
of the country, which is surely a splendidresult for any Jest.practical or
otherwise. <5
But the Gunnison river is not the v

only stream which Uncle Sam has bfooled in this manner. He has also
taken the Strawberry river, in Utah, lc
which was formerly useless from a v
standpoint of utility and. by means of tl
a four-mile tunnel, sent it into the e:
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ONE week ago the French war t

minister asked parliament to J
vote a government bill calling f

out the youngest Frenchmen I
liable to army service. They form "the r

class of 1918"; that is, they will be 5

twenty years old in that year.and T

twenty is the age when the obligation I
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DEPARTIRE OF THE FRENCH ARMY

of military service begins In time of i
peace. They are to be called together, <
lor the few months of training abso- i
lutely necessary before they will be
fit to go to the fighting front, in
April of this year, 1917. That is, the
youngest soldiers whom France will
have drafted into her army will be
nineteen years old. !

Note this age, for a great many wrong ;

things will be said about it and against
it by parties interested in peace at
any price. The French parliament
voted a little earlier.in November (

3 915.the calling out of the class of >

1917, and that class went into tiain
Ing In January, 1916, which was also j
the young soldiers' nineteenth year. <
But \bm BropsctnOk o{ peac* ti my 1

1
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low MINERS APRIL FOOL THE DEAD1
OXYGEN HREATHt

Jreat Salt Lake valley, which formerly
acl no outlet to the sea, and no adeuatefresh-water supply. The land
ow .served by the Strawberry river is

r»mparable in size to the Holy Hand,
nd the introduction of this large
mount of river water has made possilethe raising- of large crops on this
md which formerly -would perish for
ick of moisture.
Again, the St. Marys river. In Monina,which formerly drained into the
tudson bay region, was fooled by
leans of a twenty-nine-mlle canal and
iduced to flow through the Milk river
alley into the Missouri, enriching en

oute a vast stretch of territory which
as formerly barren of sufficient water
ar its needs.
Uncle Sam has been so successful In
tiese practical jokes that perhaps,
jme April fool day, he may decide to
ake up the Mississippi river, turn it
pside down and thoroughly Irrigate
he upper valley, then turn it back
gain in time for the summer trade
round the delta. It does not sound
xactly practicable, but then when one
as succeeded In turning three streams
ompletely out of their courses and
making them flow in opposite direclonaone might be pardoned for at
;ast contemplating engineering works
pon a much larger scale.
Experts of the reclamation service
laim that there is hardly anv limit to
he practical jokes of this kind that
hey can play on nature, for already
,500,000 acres of waste land have been
eclaimed, 20,000 families have been
stablished on what was formerly desrtstretches and $30,000,000 worth of
rops are being raised every year on
his reclaimed land, while 1,000,000
,cres are yet to be served by the water
rom the works already completed.
Jontemplatibn of these figures brings
he conclusion that the turning of the
iississlppi might not be a mere dream,
.fter all.although the government is
lot planning it yet.

#
* *

Ten years ago if a person had pre-
Icted that long-fiber cotton, the most
aluable of Its kind in the world, would *

e grown upon the desert near the ^

)wer stretch of the Colorado river he c
ould have been laughed at. Today s
le joke is on nature, for the gov- i
rnment has succeeded in doing- just t
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irice published everywhere that France c

iras calling out seventeen-year-old 1
>oys to serve as soldiers. Class of s

017 soldiers seventeen years old. £

'lass of 1918.what? Eighteen years
Id? That will riot sound so telling. 1
n both years the youngest soldiers c
ailed out by France were nineteen \
ears old. c

In the American civil war soldiers f
vere taken down to eighteen years old. t
r. France, even in time of peace, volun-

CLASS OF 1017 TO GO INTO TRAIN!!
YEARS OF AGE.

teers could always forestall their
compulsory military service by enlist-
Ing at eighteen, with their parents'
consent. So it has been in this war.

*
* *

An effort has also been made to persuadeneutrals that German prisoners
md Interned civilians are severelytreated.In the spring of last year
[ saw such prisoners employed on the
locks at Marseille, and they were given
x time for siesta after their lunch,
rhe hired laborers.Spaniards and AlgerianKabyles.had no such privilege
ind looked enviously at them. At Bor1
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L.Y GAS-LADEN ATMOSPHERE} WITH
VG APPARATUS.
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rHE COLORADO RIVER WAS A WIL1

his.through another "Impossible" enrineeringfeat.
The Colorado river has long: been one

>f the bugaboos of the engineering
ervices. Wild, turbulent, treacherous,
t tore its way to the sea. threatening
o sweep before it any work of man
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>ners cultivating little plots of waste
and for themselves and eating: the
;alad they had grown. Something more
istonishing still has just happened.
What is called a concentration camp

lad been prepared for German pris»ners.woodenbarracks quite new,
vith proper floors and windows and
conveniences and heating facilities. Be'orethe Germans were brought there
he barracks had to be inspected to

rerify that they fulfilled the exigencies

iG FOR WAR. ALL ARE NINETEEN

of Germany, without which reprisals
are executed on French prisoners and
Interned civilians held by Germans.
The stories of such French prisoners

who have been exchanged or allowed
to come to Switzerland because of lastingsickness, lik<- tuberculosis, are not
comforting, particularly with Teference
to food and medical attention. At any
rate, the brand-new French prison
camp, which would eventually have
had to come under the supervision of
the American embassy tit was before
the rupture of diplomatic relation*
with Germany), was rejected by the
French authorities as not up to the
mark of German exigencies. They did
not wish to the kint sarraiaa Xoi
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UKCLE SAM FED THIS CHINESE DA
IT INTO BECOMING 1

T.

I?W - /:*¥
1 5 ..

" K
!. '

"'

<V"7

> & .

'

/
-Vs? ; *<

-1

i y y '*' t: ;. ;v::. .7

IjkH ,.,v. ,y.

* * ~ iT»if/ia£few*
'

~ -**«mmmes£!%

WL -:' -:;- '' '''

D AND UXTAMED STREAM I'XTIL ITS
Iltn.T ON QUICKSAND.

that was placed In Its way. Nature
had apparently provided It with an

efficient safeguard at its only vulnerablepoint, near Yuma, Ariz., by placing
there a long stretch of quicksand,
which would apparently suck in any
darn or other work placed thereon.

9°Y(gaiir-01dli |
reprisals on French prisoners in the
German prison camps.
Well, what was thought not good

enough for German prisoners, with
whom Frenchmen are at war, has been
tnrnorl nvpr to thii native volunteers
who come from tropical Annam to help
France. They are small, deft with their
hands like their Chinese neighbors, and
make themselves useful generally. So
far they have not complained of their
new barracks, not even of their being
cold in this first real winter which
they have ever known.

*
* *

Another example will show how little
justification there is for a campaign
carried on to influence neutrals against
this employment of her own colonials
by France, in whose parliament they
are represented. Carters and scavengershave been overworked in Paris
during the severe winter at hauling
coal and flour. To take their place in
street cleaning, first, wom<n were enlistedfor the sweeping.and they
were real Parisians. Then, for the
heavy work of lifting and carrying,
Kabyles from the interior of Algiers
were recruited.

It is hard to see why they are called
black savages by the Germans, who
blame the French for using them, for
many of these Kabyles are blue-eyed
and as fair-skinned as many Germans.
They are of the primitive Berber race,
as old as the Egyptians, and have the
strength of their Atlas mountains. And
they know how to make their bargains,
for they come now by thousands every
summer for the harvest in France.
And they are sober and keep their
money. STERLING HEILIG.

A Soldier.
GEN. BLISS was relating reminiscencesof sham battles.
"I had a young friend, Capt. Exe, who

could never bo worsted in sham warfare,"
ho said.
"Exe ono day started to load his valiant

company at double speed across a bridge
to storm a height, but a young captain
belonging to the opposite side rushed up
and shouted:
"'Hi, Exe! You mustn't cross that

bridge! Don't you see the notice? The
bridge is supposed to be destroyed.'
"'It is, hey'." roared Exe. "Well, then,

we're supposed to be swimming across.
On, boys, and at 'em I' "

The Bluff.
da^rraHE late Gen. Funston," said a magazineeditor, "hated a bluffer. Bluffers,he claimed, always gave themselves
away.
"He often told a story about a bluffer

who applied for a vacancy as tutor to a
broker's son.
"The broker was an enthusiastic stamp

collector, and he thought he might per'haps put the tutor to work cataloguing
his stamps, so lie asked the man:
"One last question. *A:o you acquaintied with philately?'
"The tutor smiled.
** 'My goodness, yes.* 2m safcL 14QP&K
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SAX FOOLED IT WITH A DAM

But the government experts worked
out an Idea for a huge dam which
would remain in place simply by its
own weight, resisting alike the force
of the river and the treachery of the
quicksands by its inertia.
Accordingly, a dam, which weighs

Reviews of
THE WAR AFTER THE WAR. By

Isaac F. Marcosson, author of "How
to Invest Your Savings," etc. New
York: John Lane Company.
A PRACTICAL man of business,

as well as a forceful and
brilli-ant writer, here makes
forecast of the struggle for
economic mastery that Is

bound to follow the close of the presentwar. The problems in which this
new warfare will be set are already in
the making. Mr. Marcosson outlines
the most conspicuous and Important of
these for the sake of giving point to
the necessity for a commercial preparednessthat will insure the broadest
scope in production and the highest advantageof distribution and exchange.
Of the new war itself the writer says:

aries of all human needs; its dynamic
purpose a heroic rehabilitation after
stupendous loss. It will be the farflung'struggle for the rich prize of Internationaltrade, waiting at the end
of the Crimson Lane that sooner or
later will have a turning. Embattled
commercial groups will supplant embroilednations; boycotts, discriminationsand exclusions will succeed the
strategies of lino and trench; the animositiesfought out today with shell
and steel will have their heritage in
ruthless rivalries. How shall we fare
in this tumult of tariff and treaty?".
and this question is the point of the
subsequent discussion. For the book is
addressed to America. It is an urge
for preparedness to meet this new
struggle, an urge that holds up the
tremendous awakening of England
for emulation, that gives colorful picturesof France for instruction, that
goads and stings and laughs at Americaall for the sake of shaking it out
of its obvious unreadiness for this new

war, as it is so manifestly unready for
the one now waging. Within this large
frame of propaganda there is a wealth
of specific advice and practical recommendation.The book closes with two
remarkable pictures gathered by the
writer in England. One of these is the
picture of David Lloyd George. The
other is that of William Morris Hughes,
prime minister of Australia."the unknownwho waked up England."
THE WAR AM) HUMANITY. By James

M. Beck LL. D., late assistant attorneygeneral of the United States,
*1.11 thor of "The Evidence in the
Case," etc. New York: G. P. Putnam'sSons.

"The Evidence In the Case," drawn
from the rainbow books of diplomacy,
fixes the moral responsibility for precipitating'the war in 1914. The book
in hand continues the discussion of the
ethics of the war in its particular
bearing" upon tho United States. For
the purpose of this discussion the
writer reviews certain outstanding
facts and aspects of the conflict to
bring out the instinctive common reactionset up by- these facts in the
feelings of civilized peoples. This
body of revulsions against the aims
and methods of certain pliases of the
war Mr. Beck calls the common oongoVnnnftqf mankind, gay tho jpnfpw

it

Old M<

THE QUTflflSOIf RIVER FLOWED TOW
THOUSANDS OP YEARS. THEY UN(
WILE TUNNEL AND SENT IT TO TH

600,000 tons, was built near Yuma and n
the entire river checked in its wild lc
career. Experiments proved that the 01
water In the Colorado was not fit for w
use as It came down from the country c<
above, on account of the large per- 01
oentage of silt and other substances
which It carried. Therefore, Uncle Sam m
again fooled the river by "skimming" s(
the water backed up by the dam and g
running off only the top foot of this ir
into the irrigation canals and pumpingstations. In this manner 120,000 ir
acres of land !n Ariaona and California p:
have been rendered fertile and valua- fj
ble Instead of a dead waste, as for- ei
merly. -w

* tl
* * v<

In the 3GnldOka project. In Idaho,
Uncle Sam has fooled nature to the
extent of making the rtver supply its ^
own electric power, through the me- f<
dlum of a huge bargs anchored in the ^

center of the stream and moved every ^
time the current decides to change its t<
course, which It does Quite frequently,
By this means the surrounding country d

Is supplied with electric light and
electric power at a very low rate, and
this Is probably the only agricultural ^
section of its size in the United States
where all the farmhouses, schools and
public buildings are equipped with P
electric lights and fans. v
In 1904 this region was a desert, with a

only a few scattered farms hugging
the river bank. Today it is flourishing P
and prosperous, yielding yearly crops t\
valued at more than $1,500,000. The si
two schoolhouses are electrically equip- o

ped throughout, domestic science is a

taught on electrio ranges, and even tl
the air breathed by the pupils is p
washed by electricity, all through the a

ingenuity of government engineers and n
the determination of Uncle Sam not n
to allow nature to place insuperable
difficulties in his way. n
Another practical Joke which has v

turned out most successfully was the t:
irrigation of the desert near Salt river, n
in Arizona. The erection of the Roose- p
velt dam, 284 feet in height, has made i.«
this section so fertile that the produc- p
tion of crops valued at $300 per acre is g

New Books ?
V

of this ethical outlook he uses con- J;
creto cases of high illuminating pow- ^
er.the invasion of Belgium, the sub- £
marine campaign, the mutilated and ^distraught nations, the wanton indi- ^
virtual sacrifice like that of Edith Ca- £
veil, the sinking of the Lusitania. To
each of these he gives clear and fair £
attention, the story of Edith Cavell *

standing more nearly oomplete than
one has seen it elsewhere. With the sum

niArol ImnllAotinno onH r»Vil i PTi 11 On S 15

derived from this consideration he G

fronts upon the United States in a

challenge and appeal. The challenge is a

of official United States. The appeal n

is to the people, Mr. Beck discusses 8

the neutrality of this country, a neu- £
trallty which at best la a hodgepodge h

thing. At the top la the executive 8

order to be neutral. Below this is a *
wide ajid general partisanship as the d
generous outflow of help toward Eu- J
rope proclaims. And cutting across h
the executive order la business, a per- s

sonal rather than a national matter,
sending munitions to the front as fast J
as bottoms can be secured for transportation.In order to take the place
that we should take In the future of
iffairs the writer points definitely to the
now view and the new motive that must s

actuate and animate this country. This f
is a finely informed and authoritative n
study of the United States in relation to 0
the European conflict, a study of robust 8
patriotism and clear vision. J}

SHORT RATIONS: An American Worn- k
an in Germany; 11)15-11)16. By Mad- e
eleine Zabriskie Doty, author of c
"Society's Misfits." Illustrated. New ji
York: The Century Company. j;
This record is the outcome of the J

author's two trips to Europe during the ^
war period, ±ne erst one was maao t<
on the "Peace Ship/' a voyage of which
Miss Doty gives a graphic description £
followed by an account of the Woman's a
Congress at The Hague. Here also is ianaccount of her own work in the g
hospitals of France. The second trip ii
took her to Germany and it is of her b
observations and experiences in the o
empire that the most illuminating and pImportant part of this record deals, t,
Thesw observations are summed in the j]
title of this book. Everywhere in Ger- a
many, according to Miss Doty, there is \
evidence, not only that the country can- s
not hold out much longer because of 6
the general shortage of food, but that, 6
besides, there is a general spirit of re- n
volt, an awakening to the fact that DGermany's salvation lies in Germany's £
defeat. The whole is a vivid story
made up of day-by-day scenes, of A
street episodes, of personal dangers to
be avoided by Miss Doty herself and
personal fears to be assuaged. One
sees more clearly from this story than
from many another that, below potentatesand powers, all are alike. Just e
pitifully dear human beings all. what-
ever their national names may be.and t
In Germany these women and children i
are hungry, more destitute than they s
are otherwise. One is not able to read t
this story without a renewed aching o
sense of the awful wickedness, the t
monstrous futility of the thing. p

THE WAR OP DEMOCRACY! The Al- Y
lies* Statement. New York: Double- d
day, Page & Co. t

The chapters of this volume bring *
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ARD THE GFLF OF MEXICO FOR J]
XE 8AM FOOLED IT WITH A SIX- v

B PACIFIC.

ot considered remarkable, while the °

inp fiber cotton from this region sf,,ls
i the Liverpool market, in competition
ith the finest yield from Egypt, at 3 V, c

ints a pound more than that from any '

ther part of the world.
But Uncle Sam's April fooling Is by ^

0 means confined to the reclamation 5'

;rvice or its projects. Nearly every
overnmental department participates
1 this work, with excellent results.
The bureau of mines, to cite a single
istance, found some time ago that ex- t

losions in coal mines were much more t
equent in the winter than in the
immer. Investigation showed that this
as because the cold air, sucked into 1

te mines by means of huge electric t
entilating apparatus, was naturally
ss moist than the warm air below or

le air which was taken in during the s

immer. When it mixed with the warm 1
Ir in the interior of the mine it there- j
)re sucked the moisture out of the
ano ui 1110 mine uii'i, in mo ->«.

few weeks, the interior was .as dry
s the proverbial bone, which pave rise
) many explosions which could he
aced directly to the inflammable coal
U3t.

*
* *

The problem was, therefore, to fool
le mine Into believing- that it was al'ayssummertime. This was aocomllshedby means of a humidifying- deIce,which sprayed the incoming told
Ir with waste steam and thereby supliedit with its proper quota of moisjre,relieving it of the necessity of
jcking this out of the walls. The
peration is comparatively inexpensive,
a only waste steam is used, and it has
tie added advantage of acting as exlosioninsurance. Since the widespread
doption of this method of deceiving
ature coal mine explosions have been
luch less frequent than formerly.
Again, the bureau found that it was
ecessary to perfect some device which
rould enable miners safely to peroratethe poison-laden interiors of coal
lines, where explosions have taken
lace and where the deadly carbon pas
i present In large quantities. An aparatusis now in use which fools this
as by supplying to the miners the

he fundamental significance of the war ?
1 relation to the new Europe that i
lust result from the struggle. Among t

hose contributing to this many-sided 1
lew are Viscount James Bryce. David 1
iloyd George, Arthur J. Balfour, i

l-eorge Trevelyan, H. H. Asquith, M. i
laurice Barres, Sir Edward Grey, Prof.
rilbert Murray and Edward Price Boll. <

Lsquith, in a reply to the German
hancellor,explains what Britain is 1

ghting for, as Lord Haldane also dis- 1

usses it as the war of democracy. "Why <

England is in the war and what she
opes from the future, not only f r *

England, but for Europe and the world.
3 discussed by Viscount Grey of Fall-

en.David Lloyd George telis why the
ilies will win.they will win because 1

11 of them are "just as solid and deter- x

lined as was England, whose sheer ob- jtinacy wore down Napoleon after j

wenty years of warfare." Maurice ^
larres gives an eloquent and impas- ^
ioned picture of the noble soul of
'ranee. And at the opening of this ^
iscussion from so many points of view (
ames Bryce sums up the whole matter
i an important statement of do< p in- \
Ight and profound philosophic grasp.

OSEPH PEWELL'H PICTT'RES OF
WAR WORK IX E.VGLAM). Phil.

delphia:J. B. Lippincott Company.
Like Mr. Rudyard Ivipling, who makes
uch splendid use of mere machinery
or the purpose of story telling, Mr. Fen- £
ell has discovered the pictorial content £
f machinery. Reproduced lore from a ,,
eries of drawings and lithographs are

ictures of the munition works of Kngind.It is hardly conceivable That the f

icredible industrial energy that has turn- j\
d England into one gigantic gun shop 0
ould be transferred to print as complete- j,
V as it is presented here. The book fair- }
Y nuilis Willi IIUHIITII auu ttVH » v iwr: j

ts effect is weird, and a bit terrifying-.
t Is as if man had created something that c
.ad surpassed him in power. In exact an- v

omatlsm. in tirelessness, in productivity. v

ret, all that the artist has done is to e
how.from mine to war trench.the y
laking of munitions. The pictures are j,
a beautiful as they are sinister in effect. v

tiding through Pittsburgh at night one n
oes back involuntarily to his childish 'F
maginings of hell. That is what he does ^
ere, too. Not so far afield, either, when n
ne comes to think of if. Along with the p
ictures are bits of techni al explanath t !
y Mr. I'ennell, glimpses of the artist's s
aterpretation, and glints <>f humor that
re as grim as the £ ibject Mr. »I. G. ^
Veils, who introduces this book of prints,
ees in them, as a common motif, "the
upreme effort of western civilization to

ave itself and the world from the domiianceof the reactionary German imerialismthat has seized the weapons and
esources of modern science." ^

JTRAID. By Sidney Dark, author of h
iv.To», Who Would Not Bo King," n

etc. New York: John Lane Company.̂
This is the story of Jasper Sedley, P

oward. Somewhere along the line a c

Imld ancestor, one or more, had put ^
nto the boy the fear of pain. And s

Ince It Is easier to condemn fear than T
o understand it, tin world took toll h
f the boy's spirit for this frailty of A'

he flesh. The story opens with Jas- h

er, not yet eight years old. admitting a

o big- George Sedley. his father, that v

te is afraid to climb a tree, bringing v

lown upon himself thereby a scorn t

hat makes a heart-breaking figure of o

he little afraid child. The story ends ti

vith the death of Jasper Sedley on the a

French front. And this is a hero's s

Afttu, these two joints there t

latere
-oper amount of oxygon, by mssns mf
i oxygen tank which will last for twt
?urs, and at the same time takes tfl>
io polsor.R of the breath by a tank Of
Jtash. The rescuers, equipped with
lese gas masks, somewhat similar fee
lose in use in the trenches abroad, an
tabled to penetrate the poisonous mw
ith impunity to remain there for at
ast two hours, at the end of wlilcAl
me their supply of oxygen and po^
?h has to be renewed.
The Department of Agrinihuia
trough its many bureaus, Is also work*
ig long hours in an endeavor to fool
ature al! the time.not only on the
it of April.
Few people realize that the chryonthemum,emblem of the snappy days

f the fall and the flower which c.prnrsto bo especially dedicated to foot
all games, is the product of long and
rduous labor on the part of ^denFtswho have fooled nature. The aeratorof the chrysanthemum wvuv a
irgo daisy which grows with rank precisionin the interior of China.
Tho Chinese found, by an Intricate
t'stem of grafting and cutting differentspecimens <>f this daisy, they could
roduce blooms which had many more
stale than the parent blossoms This
rocess grew, in time, to the prodnoonof the chrysanthemum, much ss
e know it now. %

*
* *

The introduction of this flower trrto
te United State* and Its great popuLrltyhere led the experts connected
ITh the bureau of plant Industry of
ie Department of Agriculture to exerlmentwith different method* of
jrther deceiving- nature in tampering
ith this plant. They discovered fbat
all tho buds hut one were pinched

ff a plant the entire sustenance nod
jod absorbed by tho parent s'em wotlld
e delivered to this single bud. caeelgit greatly to Increase in sirs and
lagniflcenc". Special kinds of f^rtll:erand plant food were likewise found

Increase this growth so that now
ie chrysanthemums grown by Uncle
am are car»<l for abest as tenderly
s babies and are spoon-fed every few
ours with specially prepared mixtures
-hich give them great size and beauty
The latest ctfrysant h«-mi;rn show held
nder the auspices of the Department
f Agriculture included many varifiesof this flower never before seen,
nd It is freely predicted by governlentexperts that succeeding years and
xperienc© will enable Uncle Sam furfurto fool nature in this regard and
i bring into being plants and flowers
hich were not included in the original
cheme of things
The prickly pear is another member

f the t.lant kingdom which science l«
Tying- to deceive. Certain relatively
spineless" varieties of this and othft?
ri'-Ti h ive been produced, but the govrnmcTithas discovered one epletulttd
ethod of protecting this excellent
lock food by using the means provkiad
y nature.

*
* *

The prickly pears are fertilized and
reated precisely like any other "crop/*
hus causing them to triple or quadm<letheir original size, which, of coarse,
neans that thof thorns are also relaivelylarger. Then, when the rancher
esires a certain amount of food for his
itock. all he has to do is to tales a

>low pipe, similar to those used by
(lumbers, and singe off the thorn% a

rerv simple and easy process.
In this manner he is enabled to ralaa-a
rop "of thirty tons to the acre of suculentforage, of which the cattle are
ery fond, and at the same time to presentits destruction by leaving the
horns on the prickly pears. No fences
>r other protection are needed and the
'pear" crop will flourish in soil where
lothlng else will grow.
The department is also April-fooling:
he boll weevil by advocating the
growing of cotton so that It will reach
Maturity before the weevil gets hunrrv;it is preventing cedar rust on ap)lesby destroying the nearby cedar
troves; it is deceiving the rooster and
ho hen by its campaign against Inferileeggs and by its advocacy of "hatch

» ' V. , ~ I

s tricking hog cholera and hog tuberculosisby scientific inoculation treatnentand by keeping the hogs away
rom possibly infected spots, while the
vork of its plant and forest specialists
s resulting in the continual discovery
>f new varieties of valuable fruits,
vegetables and timber.some of the
atter colored in a variety of ways by
neans <.f dye supplied to the roots.
Uncle Sam. being a dignified old gen:leman,of course, refers to his work

is "an improvement upon nature and
:he discovery of more scientific procisscs,"but it is April-fooling, just the
same.

ire years of friendlessness. At homs,
n school, in love, in business, it is the
same. That the boy's mind is more
:1 an commonly active, that his sensibilitiesare line and keen, that he is
vinning and attractive, count for little
n face of the English tradition for
">rnve and lusty sons. The writer's
consistent r«alism of development
nakes this story as poignant as it is
convincing. Happily, influences of
Plausible origin arise to change the
outlook of Jasper S* dley Tlie reader
s delight d to find one of these in th«
dmnged heart and attitude of George
Sedlew He is a fine ii llow, much too
fine to be both a fo<>] and a brute
toward the boy of his own making.As soon as the father begins to
ln-dorstand, the seeds of change m Jasperbegin t sprcut. And, at the last,
'ven a proud Englishman could find no
'ault with th»- courage of Jasper S<*dey.It is a daring writer who at this
articular junctuie rhoos«*s a coward

i s the centra! figure of a story. But
his one justifies himself by the quality
>f his work, work tli.it produces both
l story and a study of exceptional Inerestand merit.

rim KLOXDIKT Ct.Wi \ Tnle of "Cb«
Stampede. 1 ?. II ill YotmfiT.

author of "Alaska Aays With John
Muir." Illustrated. X« w Yorkc
Fleming II. lb-veil Cnmj .y.

Decades of intimate assoc.ation vrfth
ilaska, during: which h>* shared in the
:old-rushes and every otlu r big" inove'.entthat clean !o;>»d Reward's ridiculed
bargain" into "the richest section of
ither American continent." qualifies
It-. Young to speak with tne authority
f one who has "lived the life and
layed the game " Alaska is his home,
ie considers it the best of all lands to
Ive in, to work in. to die in. He esitspeojh ts among "th«- bravest,
leanest and mo^r admirable in all the
srorld: the survival of the fittest, the
dinners of ft -:h*v battle, the siftdwheat, tin- separated nuggets."
lIso, he prove s it lie gives to his
resent work the charm of fiction in
hieh religion, romance and stirring
dventure vision for the reader the
oul of the great white north. To the
ivfd interest of the text is added a

umber of full pay photographic reroductionsin w! 'ch the characters of
he story nre environed by the scenic
plendors of Alaskan wilds.

vil.t THor touchyf By SeweJl
Ford, author of "Trying Out
Torchy," ««t. Illustrations by Frank
Snapj) and Arthur William Broun.
New York: Edward J. Clode.

The friends and admirers of SeweQ
"ord's "Torchy" will bo glad to find
ero seventeen brand-new situations
f peculiar Torchy-ness of quality
rom entrance to exit. Some wit. a
ood deal of humor, unconqueraDle
rood-nature, kindness with glints of
hivnlry about it, an amazing brand of
lang that works twenty-four hours a

ay and a readiness to attack any
ubject under the sun.these make up
"orchy's equipment for his role of
appy-i.<>-lurky friend and entertainer.
Valt Mason breaks into an ode In
onor of Torchy's father, Sewell Ford,
sserting with fervor that "the man

;bo cheers this world of woe, this
ale where sorrow is a bore, who makes
wo laughs or chortles grow, where
nly one laugh grew before, deserves
he best that fortune owns," and so on,
nd so on, in an encomium that tills
Lxth book appearance of Tocultf isrtna
o Justify^

I


